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Minutes 

Architectural Review Board 
Village/Town of Mount Kisco 

Wednesday, February 20, 2013 
8:00 pm 

 
Meeting called to order at 8:10 pm, Wednesday, January 16, 2013, at the 
Municipal Building, Mount Kisco, New York. 
 
Members Present:   Chairman Jim MacDonald   

Andrea Eisenberg  
Bruce Hartleben 
Patty Kiernan  

 
Members Absent:  None 
 
Staff Present:   Patti Tipa, Board Secretary 
 
Staff Absent:  Austin Cassidy 
 
Returning Cases: 
 
1. Polmar Inc.      Case #ARB12-07 
 4 Smith Avenue     Amend Sign Package 
 Mount Kisco, NY 10549     
 
Chairman MacDonald called 4 Smith Avenue.  Mr. Andre appeared before the 
Board.   
 
Chairman MacDonald said his understanding was that the applicant was 
previously approved for a sign and the sign was modified without coming 
back to the Board.  However, the sign is installed.  Mr. Andre said the 
landlord had applied for a sign and it was difficult to see and the made of the 
wrong materials.  He said he came and spoke to the Building Department for 
advice.  He said the Building Department suggested moving the sign closer 
to the front walk for better visibility.  He said they have changed the shape 
and have moved the sign more in line with the signs along Main Street.   
 
Chairman MacDonald asked if as the sign is currently designed allows room 
for another tenant.  Mr. Andre said yes it does.  Mr. Andre said they would 
also like to add lighting to the sign.  He handout out cut sheets for the 
proposed light fixtures and a rendering of the lights on the sign.  Chairman 
MacDonald suggested testing the light fixture before he goes to for.  He said 
he didn’t feel that the lights would not wash the sign but would rather spot 
light the sign, which will create more problems for him.   
 
Chairman MacDonald said he has seen the sign and it fits in the context of 
the building perfectly fine and it’s consistent with what was approved before.  
He is concerned about the lighting and how is the wiring going to be run to 
hide the wiring.  Mr. Andre said he would use white conduit from the ground 
on the back side (building side) of the sign. 
 
Patty Kiernan expressed her concern about the light fixtures as well.  
Chairman MacDonald said the reason most people mount the lights at the 
ground is to get some distance from the sign so it washes the sign, despite 
the concerns about snow.  Bruce Hartleben suggested mounting gooseneck 
lights off the sign to get some distance to better wash the sign.  He also 
suggested possibly mounting the lights on the lower side of the sign face to 
get the up-light effect and keep the signs off the ground.  Patty Kiernan said 
her only concern was that they were not going to add something that would 
detract from the sign.  Chairman MacDonald said it would do a disservice to 
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the applicant.  He said they are obviously trying to illuminate the sign but 
you want the sign to be beautiful.  Patty Kiernan said she thought two lights 
are better than four lights.  Mr. Andre agreed that four would be 
overwhelming.   
 
Chairman MacDonald asked if the application before the Board was 
specifically for the sign or if it included the lighting.  Patti Tipa said Mr. Andre 
brought the lighting proposal tonight.  It would be up to the Board if they 
want to entertain the lighting.  Chairman MacDonald told the Board that the 
sign is already installed and a compromise might be for the applicant to 
come back mid-month with a lighting solution. 
 
Motion:  Patty Kiernan made a motion to approve the sign as 
presented and that additional lighting to be applied to the sign 
would be approved subject to approval by the Chairman in 
approximately two weeks.  Andrea Eisenberg seconded the motion.  
All ayes. 
 
 
2. 350 Lexington Avenue Realty LLC Case #ARB13-02 
 350 Lexington Avenue   Sign Package 
 Mount Kisco, NY 10549 
 
Chairman MacDonald called 350 Lexington Avenue Realty LLC.  Sebastian 
and Steven Giner, property owners; John Oliva, C&M signs and Michael 
Russo appeared before the Board.  At a previous meeting, the Board has 
approved red blade awnings for the front and rear of the building. 
 
John Oliva took the Board through the signage proposal for the front of the 
building facing Lexington Avenue.  They are proposing internally illuminated 
channel letters for signage.   Each tenant would be allocated the same 
amount of square footage for their sign.  There will be two signs on each 
side of the entrance door taking up 36” x 36” of space. 
 
Chairman MacDonald asked if the Lexington Avenue Gym sign is the same 
size they are using at their present location.  The Giners said it is the same 
sign.  Chairman MacDonald asked if the sides of the sign would be painted to 
match the building.  They said it would be painted.   
 
Andrea Eisenberg asked if the top two signs on either side of the door would 
be placed any higher than the top of the awnings.  She said she is hoping 
they would be level with the awnings.   
 
Chairman MacDonald noted that the 350 number on the building doesn’t 
currently exist.  John Oliva said they are proposing to add the 350 as a vinyl 
adhesive on the window above the entrance door.  Chairman MacDonald 
suggested they use stainless steel letters instead.  Everyone agreed.  John 
Oliva said the letters could be mounted on the window. 
 
Steven Giner requested that they be able to replace the upper floor single 
pane windows to low e windows.  No one voiced any objection.  The 
discussion then shifted to the rear of the building facing the parking lot.   
John Oliva explained they are proposing awnings across the back of the 
building.  There are going to be six red blade awnings with 12” white letters 
on five of the awnings.  Tiger Shulmann on the left side of the building has 
their own entrance.  The Dance Academy and Lexington Avenue Gym and a 
future tenant would enter through the center door.  Tano uses the right 
hand entrance and their name would be above their entrance.  The last 
awning on the right would be blank. 
 
There was a group discussion as to whether or not there should be letters on 
the awnings or if they should be on the windows instead.  Steven and 
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Sebastian Giner said they did not want to confuse people as they come to 
the building as to how to enter the appropriate tenant spaces.  Their tenants 
are also going to want to have identification on the rear of the building.  
Patty Kiernan expressed she would prefer one tenant per awning.  Bruce 
Hartleben said he would prefer nothing on the awnings and would rather see 
signage on the windows.  The Giners and John Oliva stated that the tenants 
needed a presence.  After much discussion, it was agreed that the center 
door should also have the number 350 in stainless steel letters to match the 
front of the building.  This would give the impression of a main entrance for 
the rear of the building. 
 
Chairman MacDonald summarized the proposal for a motion:  The four signs 
on the front building elevation are to be limited to 36” x 36” maximum are 
with letters not to exceed 12” high.  All signage is to consist of internally 
illuminated channel letters as proposed.  The #350 building numbers are to 
be 12” stainless steel letters applied to the glass applied to the glass.  The 
rear elevation with 6 red blade awnings with 12” white letters is accepted as 
presented.  The #350 stainless steel building numbers, maximum 12”, will 
be applied to the glass in the window above the center rear entrance, 
matching the front.  The 2nd floor front elevation windows are to be replaced 
in kind with frame to match the rest of façade with a single unit per bay.  
Ambient lighting is proposed behind the awnings for pedestrian safety. 
 
Motion: Chairman MacDonald made a motion to accept the 
application with the outlined parameters.  Bruce Hartleben seconded 
the motion.  All ayes. 
 
New Cases: 
 
1. 128 Radio Circle LLC    Case #ARB13-05 
 128 Radio Circle    Signage 
 Mount Kisco, NY 10549 
 
Chairman MacDonald called 128 Radio Circle LLC.  John Oliva, C&M Sign 
Company appeared before the Board.     
 
John Oliva said he is proposing a double-sided, ground directory sign for the 
front of 128 Radio Circle.  There is currently no signage at this location.  The 
sign is similar to a sign recently approved for 136 Radio Circle.  The sign will 
be mounted on a cement base, painted 2 different beiges to match the sign 
panels on the building.  The sign face will be 41” x 69”, black with beige 
letters. The letters are 6 ½” and 2”.  There is no illumination proposed for 
this sign.  The ground sign height will be a total of 56” from the ground. 
The Board did not have any questions.   
 
Motion:  Andrea Eisenberg made a motion to approve the sign for 
128 Radio Circle as proposed.  Bruce Hartleben seconded the motion.  
All ayes. 
 
2. Asiana Buffet     Case #ARB13-06 
 15 Main Street     Signage 
 Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
 
Chairman MacDonald called Asiana Buffet.  Mr. Jason Poon appeared before 
the Board.  He said he has taken over the Blue Asian Fusion restaurant and 
wanted to change the sign for his new business. 
 
Mr. Poon is proposing a wall board with a matte aluminum finish.  It is 24” x 
96”.  The word Asiana will consist of 8” gold letters and the word Buffet will 
be 12” dark red letters.  Both words will ½” raised pinned letters and will be 
underlined with a blue line that matches the awning color.  The sign is 
proposed to be illuminated by the existing gooseneck lights on the building.  
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Patty Kiernan suggested extending the aluminum background on each side 
of the lettering to the match the width of the awning to balance out the sign.  
The lettering should remain as presented.  Chairman MacDonald said the 
fasteners on the sign should not be exposed.  They should hide the bolts 
behind the sign. 
 
Motion:  Patty Kiernan made a motion to accept the sign proposal 
with the aluminum extended the full length of the awning with the 
fasteners hidden.  Andrea Eisenberg seconded the motion.  All ayes. 
 
 
3. Maya Restaurant    Case #ARB13-07 
 33 E. Main Street    New Storefront 
 Mount Kisco, NY 10549 
 
Chairman MacDonald called Maya Restaurant.  Theodore Strauss, architect, 
appeared before the Board.   
 
Mr. Strauss explained that Maya Restaurant is expanding into the adjoining 
space, former Kim’s Bagel, and they are proposing to extend the same 
storefront treatment on their existing restaurant to the new space.  They will 
install 1”x6” cedar vertical tongue and groove siding in a teak color stain 
with bronze anodized aluminum glass frames.  All the colors would be 
exactly the same.  There will be no additional siding and no additional 
awning.  The door will be remaining as an emergency exit.  Mr. Strauss 
showed the Board the proposed floor plan for the restaurant.  Chairman 
MacDonald asked if the cedar siding would wrap into the doorways so it 
would be all encompassing.  Mr. Strauss said they would.   
 
Motion:  Andrea Eisenberg made a motion to approve the new 
storefront for Maya Restaurant as presented.  Patty Kiernan 
seconded the motion.  All ayes. 
 
4. Mrs. Green’s Natural Market  Case #ARB13-08 
 666 Lexington Avenue   Storefront/canopy  
 Mount Kisco, NY 10549   changes 
 
Chairman MacDonald called Mrs. Green’s Natural Market.  Mr. David Ball 
appeared before the Board. 
 
Mr. Ball explained that Mrs. Green’s will be going through some interior 
renovations proposing natural living.  They are proposing to reconstruct the 
existing storefront window system and extend the existing canopy.  The 
approach is to make the background of the store itself very simple, almost 
stark.  It’s a pleasant gray wall, a little woodwork here and there and letting 
the food be the champion.  Currently you enter the store on the right and 
loop through the store and exit on the left. Mr. Ball explained the interior 
layout.   
 
They are proposing to keep the main entrain on the right and an 
entrance/exit on the left side of the store.  They are also proposing to 
extend the canopy in kind, using the same materials, to cover the new 
entrance on the left.  The storefront will be clear anodized aluminum.  There 
are strips of wood along the bottom of the façade. They are still trying to 
determine what type of wood that they will be using. The new doors will be 
aluminum.  There is no change to the roof, which is a white color.  The 
columns in the front of the store are white and all will be cleaned up.  The 
existing façade didn’t work and the existing canopy does not reach the end 
of the building.  There is no change in signage at this time. 
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Chairman MacDonald said there is quite a bit of damage in the front.  Mr. 
Ball said they would be cleaning up the existing bollards that are exposed.  
Chairman MacDonald asked about the existing spandrels.  Mr. Ball said they 
are looking to do them in medium gray.  Chairman MacDonald asked about 
the wall to the right of the entrance is part of the site development plan but 
not part of this application.  It acts as a barrier for the loading dock.  The 
preferred material for the wall would be wood to match the storefront.  The 
wall would be dealt with under a separate application. 
 
Chairman MacDonald said he liked the use of wood since the building is 
stark. Mr. Ball said they are proposing to use something natural in the 
material as a reflection of the natural market.  Bruce Hartleben said using 
pressure treated wood would scream chemicals and using a harder wood 
wouldn’t send that message.  Mr. Ball said they may go with a regular pine 
and stain it browner.   
 
Motion:  Patty Kiernan made a motion to accept the proposal as presented.  
Bruce Hartleben seconded the motion.  Chairman MacDonald recommended 
that they try to avoid pressure treated wood.  All ayes. 
 
 
Correspondence: 
  
None 
 
Minutes:  
 
January 16, 2013 
 
Motion:  Andrea Eisenberg made the motion to accept the minutes 
from the Architectural Review Board Meeting of January 16, 2013 as 
presented.  Patty Kiernan seconded the motion.  All ayes. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:40 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jim MacDonald  
Chairman 


